
The US, Israel, and the Anti-Defamation League: 
A Deadly Combination

Factsheet on the ADL’s role in racism and repression by US police

The ADL presents itself as an organization committed to protecting and de-
fending Jewish communities and people from anti-Jewish attacks. In reality, 
the ADL’s primary work over the past many decades has been to: 
1) Silence any criticism of Israel with false claims of anti-Semitism
2) Spy on civil rights, anti-apartheid, worker rights and other community 
based organizations, and 
3) Train police across the United States in population control and “anti-ter-
ror” surveillance that amounts to harassment and racism against Muslim 
and Arab communities, as well as communities of color more broadly.

“Over 9,000 American officials have trained with Israeli police and military 
units on responding to civilian protests and terrorism. These operations 
reflect failure to distinguish between the apparent duty of police to 
protect civilians and military responses to war. This fusion has had 
life-costing implications for Americans, specifically black, Muslim and Arab 
people.” ~ Ebony Magazine, August 19, 2014.

Some important facts about the ADL: 
• The ADL has trained almost 700 senior level law enforcement person-
nel, representing over 220 different agencies on “Extremist and Terrorist 
Threats,” since it was launched in 2003.
• In 2010 alone, the ADL trained over 10,500 law enforcement officers. 
• The St. Louis County Police Department that killed Michael Brown 
and initially placed Ferguson on siege has trained with the Israeli mil-
itary. Former County Police Chief Timothy Fitch was one of 15 American 
officials to participate in an ADL weeklong training in Israel three years ago.
• The Oakland police who used tear gas and rubber bullets against 
Occupy Oakland protesters in 2010 had just returned from an ADL 
joint training exercise with Israeli and Bahraini police forces.  
• In 1993 the SF District Attorney investigated and charged the ADL for 
spying on 1,400 activists and at least 700 social justice organizations. 
• The ADL was one of the leads in shutting down plans to build a mosque in 
lower NYC near the former site of the World Trade Center. 
Read more at EBONY http://www.ebony.com/news-views/the-fergusonpalestine-connection-403#ix-
zz3CHcbDE2o; and in the American Muslims for Palestine ADL booklet: http://www.scribd.com/
doc/238355801/The-Anti-Defamation-League-Protector-of-civil-rights-or-silencers-of-free-speech
Contact us for more information on work to stop the ADL: ijan@ijsn.net
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